

— H noBTopaio: see! Bee ao eflHHoro! — npoHanec oh c nan 
CTaHOBKOH, He cBOiia rjiaa c Ajihcu. 

A;iHca BsrjiHHyjia na npHCHjKHUx h oenapyHtHjia, hto BTooonjry 
OHa noca^H^ia HmepKy Bhjuih na CKaMbio BBepx HoraiwH; 6enHHra 
rpycTHO Maxaji xboctom, ho nepeBepHyibCH HHKaK He Mor Oh^ 
SbiCTpo B3HJia ero H noca^HJia khk cjieAyer. ’ 

npo ce6a JKe ona nojiyMajia: «KoHeHHO, sto coBceM neBaxHo 

MtO BBepX rOJIOBOH, HTO BHH3, HOJIbSH OT HerO Ha CyAe HHKaKoft» 

KaK TOJibKO npHCH>KHbie HeMHoro npHuijiH b ce6H h nojiyqHjiw 
oepaTHo norepHHHbie npH na;ieHHH rpH(})e;iH h aockh, ohh hphhh- 
JiHCb ycepflHo HHcaib HCTopnio aroro npoHcmecTBHH. O^hh tojibko 
BHJIJ lb CHAejI Heno/IBHKHO, UIHpOKO OTKpUB pOT H yCTaBHBUlHCb 
B He6o: BHflHO, HHKaK He MOr OnOMHHTbCH. 

— ^To Tu 3Haeiub o6 stom flejie? — cnpocHJi KopoJib. 

— Hnwero, — OTBeTH.aa AjiHca. 

— PeuiHiejibHo HHHero? — HacTofiMHBo AonuTUBajicH Kopojib 

— PeiUHTejibHO HHHero, — noBTOpHJia AjiHca. 

— 3t 0 OHpHb BaXHO HDOH3HeC KopOJIb, nOBOpaHHBaflCb 
K npHCHJKHUM. 

Ohh KHHyjiHCb nnearb, ho xyr BMemajicH Bejiwft KpojiHK. 

— Bame BejinnecTBO xonex, kohchho, CKaaarb: weBaxHo,— 
npOH3HeC OH HOHTHTejIbHO, O^HaKO npH 3T0M OH XMypHJICfl H HO- 
AaBaji Kopojiio anaKH. 

I — Hy a,a — nocneuiHO cKaaaji Kopo;ib.— 3 HMenno aro h xo- 
leji CKaaaxb. HeeaoKHol KoHenno, HeeaowHol 

H 3a6opMoxaji Bnojirojioca, cjiobho npHNiepHsancb, mxo jiyquie 

3ByHHx: 

— BaoKHO — HeeaoKHO... neeaoKHO — eaoKHO... 

HeKoxopbie npHCH*HHe aanncajin: «BawHo!», a Apyrne — «He- 
BaHCHol». AjiHca cxofljia xaK 6 jih3ko, hxo eft Bce 6 hjio oxjihhho 

BHAHO. 

«3xo He HMeex HHKaKoro 3HaHeHHH», — no^ymajia ona. 

B axy MHHyxy Kopojib, Koxopbift hxo-xo 6bicxpo HHcaji y ce6a 
B aaiTHCHOft KHHJKKe, KpHKHyji: 

— Thxo! 

rioCMOXpejI B KHHJKKy H HpOHHXaji: 

«ripaBHJio 42. BceM, b kom 6ojibiue mhjih poexy, c.aeAyeT He- 
MBAJICHHO HOKHHyXb 3 ajl». 

H Bce ycxaBH.aHCb na Ajincy. 

— Bo MHe Hex mhjih, — cKaaajia Ajinca. 

— Hex, ecxb, — Boapaanji Kopojib. 

— B xe6e mhjih ABe, He Menbiue, — npH6aBHJia KopojieBa. 

— HHKyAa H He yftAy, — CKaaajia Ajinca. — H Boo6me, axo He 
HacxoHuiee npaBHjio. Bbi ero xojibKO hxo BMAyMajiH. 
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— 9x0 caMoe exapoe npaBHAO b khhjkkc! — BoapaaHA KopOAfi! 

— HoneMy xe oho xoxAa 42-e? — cnpocHAa Aakcb.— Oho 
; ioA*HO 6HXb nepBbiM! 

KopOAb H 06 AeAHeA H XOpOHAHBO SaKpblA KHHHCKy. 

— 06AyMaftxe CBoe pemeHne,— CKaaaA oh hphchhchhm xhxhm, 

flpOHiaiHHM rOAOCOM. 

BeAbift KpoAHK nocneuiHo bckohha co CBoero Meexa. 

— C no 3 BOAeHHH Baiuero BeAHneexBa, — CKasaA oh, — xyxecxb 
eme yAHKH. Toabko hxo 6ha naftASH oahh AOKyMenx. 

— A Hxo B HeM? — cnpocHAa KopoABBa. 

— 51 ero eme ne HHxaA, — oxBexHA BeAbift Kpoahk, — ho, no- 

MOeMy, 3 TO HHCbMO OX oOBHHHeMOrO... KOMy-XO... 

— KoHeHHO, KOMy-XO,— cKaaaA KopoAb.— BpsA ah oh nncaA 

HHCbMO HHKOMy. TaKoe o6biHHo He AeAaexcfl. 1 

— KoMy OHO aApecoBano? — cnpocHA kxo-xo H3 npHCJDKHHX. 

— HHKOMy, — OXBeXHA BeAbift KpOAHK. — Bo BCHKOM cAyHae, 
Ha o6opoxe HHnero He nanHcano. 

C aXHMH CAOBaMH OH pa3BepHyA HHCbMO H npH6aBHA: 

— 3x0 AaHce h He hhcbmo, a cxhxh. 

— rioqepK o6BHHHeMoro? — cnpocHA Apyroft npHcajKHbift. 

— Hex, — oxBenaA BeAuft Kpoahk. — H axo Bcero noAospn- 
TCAbHefi. (npHCHHCHbie pacxepHAHCb.) 

— SnaHHX, HOAAOAaA nonepK, — saMexHA KopoAb. (npHCHAC- 
Hue npOCBeXABAH.) 

— C no3BOAeHHH Baiuero BeAHueexBa, — CKaaaA BaAex, — 
H STOrO ITHCbMa H6 ITHCajI, H OHH 3T0r0 H6 /^OKa}KyT. TaM H€T 
nOAHHCH. 

TeM xy>Ke, — CKaaaji Kopojib. — SnaHHi, tu hto-to AypHoe 
3aj^yMaji,f a He to HO,nnHca;iCH 6u, KaK see necTHue jikd^h. 

Bce 3aanjio;^HpoBajiH: Bnepsue aa Becb ;^eHb Kopojib cKaaaji 
HTO-TO ;teHCTBHTeJIbHO yMHoe. 

— BHHa AOKaaana npoHSHecjia KopojieBa — Py6HTe eMy... 

— Hnnero no,iio6Horo! — BoapasHjia AjiHca. — Bu ^^axce He 
3Haeie, o qeM cthxh. 

— ^HTaft Hx! — CKaaaji Kopojib KpoJiHKy. 

KpOJIHK Ha^eJI OHKH. 

-- C Hero HaHHHaTb, Bame BejiHHecTBO? — cnpocHJi oh. 

-- HaHHH c Hanajia, — Ba>KHo oTBeTHji Kopojib, — h npo^oji- 
X(aH, noKa ne ^^OH^emb ,z^o KOHua. Khk ,^0HAemb — KOHnafi! 

BouapHjiocb MepTBoe MOJiqaHHe. Bot hto npOHHTaji Bejiufl 
KpOJIHK: 51 3Haio, c Heft tu roBopHji 

H C HHM, KOHeHHO, TOJKe. 

Ona CKaaajia: «OHenb mhji, 

Ho HJianaTb oh ne MOHceT». 
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